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In This Issue...

To the Future and Beyond….

Tēnā koutou e te whānau o Te Uku

After many days of rain, the sun came out on Tuesday and created the perfect conditions for 
our large group of students participating in the Junior Tough Guy Tough Gal Challenge in 
Ngaruawahia. We were super proud to hear about their gutsy efforts and support for one 
another. No formal placings are given for this event, but I am reliably informed that Te Uku 
School would have ‘cleaned up’ if there were.

The installation of our security cameras was completed last week. Key parts of the school are 
now covered 24/7 by these cameras. One of the most important cameras is the one at the 
front of the school that covers the carpark entrance and exit, as well as the main road. This 
provides us with footage to share with NZTA when expressing our concerns about 
inappropriate parking on the road verge, for example. Replacing our worn out shade sails is the 
next property task for completion in the near future.

We had a wonderful turnout at our Whānau Hui gathering last Tuesday, with several 
parents/caregivers agreeing to be members of a re-established TUS Whānau Group. This group 
will be meeting formally for the first time on Wednesday 30 June from 6pm -7pm. If you wish 
to be part of this group, supporting us to achieve our strategic plans in line with Te Ao Māori, 
you are welcome to join us. 

Only two weeks to go until the holidays. Thank you for your support with collecting your 
children early next Tuesday (at 12 noon) to allow our teachers to attend their Paid Union 
Meeting – many of you have indicated that you are able to do this. We understand that it is 
difficult for some families to make alternative arrangements, so supervision will be provided for 
those children whose parents/caregivers have indicated on the form that they are unable to be 
picked up.

With Wellington now in Level 2, it is a timely reminder to us all that our lockdown status could 
also change at short notice. I would like to reassure everyone that we have plans in place for 
each level and that together we have previously successfully managed Level 2 and 4 situations. 
Te Uku School is yet to be challenged by the mixed complexities of a Level 3 lockdown, 
although I am sure that with mutual support of each other, we will also make this situation 
work as best as possible. Please remember that our first communication regarding lockdown 
levels is likely to come via our Facebook page. We will always follow up with more information 
in a variety of forms as soon as we are able to do so. 

Don’t forget our Winter Wonderland themed Disco on Wednesday night next week. We’d love 
to see lots of you there 😊
Pip Mears - Principal
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Sign up today for your FREE Thomsons ITM priority card to get 
great discounts and exclusive offers while at the same time 
supporting your school. In addition, we will donate a percentage of 
the sale to your school with every purchase you make.
https://www.thomsonsitm.co.nz/promos/

Lateness to School
We are currently noticing a disappointing increase in student lateness to 
school. Lateness affects student learning in many ways. The first part of 
the day is an important time, when teachers and students meet together 
to begin their day. During this time students are advised of the teaching 
and learning plan for the day, important notices are given out, relationship 
building stories are shared and the learning for the day begins promptly. 
Students arriving late miss this information, disrupt the rest of the class, 
and teacher time is needed to have messages or teaching points repeated. 
Ongoing lateness adds up to significant learning missed over time. 

The bell for the start of the day goes at 9.00am. Ideally, students would 
arrive at school no later than 8.50am so they have time to put their bag 
away, greet their friends/teachers and prepare themselves for the day 
ahead. Please support your child to get the best start to their day by being 
organised and on time to start along with everyone else. All children who 
arrive late to school must report to the office to be signed in correctly 
before going to class. Thank you for your anticipated cooperation with this.

https://www.thomsonsitm.co.nz/promos/


 TEACHER ONLY DAYS
As previously shared, the NZEI Collective Agreement that teachers and 
principals are part of, established the inclusion of eight Teacher Only Days 
over the current collective period 1st July 2019 - 30 June 2022. So far, Te 
Uku School has only utilised three of these days. Two in 2020 to complete 
comprehensive first aid training and one at the start of this year for 
professional development, which effectively delayed our school start date 
by one day. We will be holding our next two Teacher Only Days in Term 3 
on Friday 3rd September and Monday 6th September. We have purposely 
given you advance notice of these days and put them together, as we 
know many of our families will take advantage of being able to enjoy a 
long weekend together. 

We appreciate your support and look forward to expanding our hearts 
and minds through professional development, including visiting other 
like-minded schools, to further enhance what we do for our students at 
Te Uku School. 

   
Paid Union Meeting (PUM)

As previously notified, our teachers will be attending a 
Paid Union Meeting  on Tuesday 29 June.  We are asking 
that if possible, children are picked up at 12 noon on that 
day.  Supervision will be offered for those who have 
indicated they require it on their returned form.  



RESILIENCE

RELATIONSHIPS



The board has had two meetings since our last update, on 13th May and 
the 17th June.

As always we cover off a range of topics ensuring our kids have the best 
possible learning environment at school. 

We’re lucky to have some fantastic amenities at Te Uku and for some of 
these like the playground and pool we get no government funding, so rely 
almost exclusively on grant applications. With the hope to upgrade the 
playground in the medium term we are hoping to find that special person 
to help put together grant applications from time to time. If anyone may be 
willing to help with this important role please contact Megan at 
botchair@teuku.school.nz  

Road safety has been a regular topic of discussion with the speed of 
vehicles, congestion and parking on the yellow lines outside the school 
the biggest concerns. There have been numerous ongoing 
communications from both Pip and the Board with various agencies to get 
some solutions in place; however, we seem to have our hands tied at the 
moment with few positive solutions being offered. In the interim we can all 
help by encouraging the community to slow down and not park on the 
yellow lines outside school.  

We were pleased to hear Pip has some great professional development 
ideas for the planned teacher only days in September.  This will involve 
visits to other schools and further development on our ‘Mitey’ health and 
wellbeing programme, as well as a schoolwide spelling initiative.

Finally we’d like to thank Anna Parnasova for her time and hard work on 
the Board these last couple of years. We look forward to welcoming a 
new board member in due course.

Regards

Andrew (on behalf of the board)
     





  Change of School Bank Account
We have recently made the decision to change banks. Te Uku 
School will now be banking with ASB Hamilton.

The School Board of Trustees has made this decision to 
improve efficiency and give our school a better financial 
option.

If you make any automatic or online payments to us for your 
school payments, we will need you to update our details so 
that your payment reaches our new account.

Our new account number is: 12-3122-0389281-00

In order to help us with a smooth transition, we would 
appreciate it if you could please update your banking details 
from the 30 June 2021 for your payments into our new ASB 
account. 

Thank you for your help and support during the changeover.  
Should you have any questions, please contact the school 
office on 07 825 5815 and speak to Kellie.

 



Children learn through responsive 
and reciprocal relationships with 
people, places and things. 

Mā roto i ngā piringa, i ngā 
whakahaere i waenganui o te 
mokopuna me te katoa, e 
whakatō te kaha ki roto i te 
mokopuna ki te ako.





HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES



June

29 Paid Union Meeting (PUM) 12 noon

30 School Disco  6.00-7.30pm

Whānau Hui 6.00-7.00pm

July

2 Ki-o-rahi Tournament, Horotiu Y7/8

8 Whole School Assembly 9.15am

9 Last day of Term 2

26 First day of Term 3 

30 Netball - Waitetuna Y5/6 & Y7/8

August

6 Inter School Rippa Rugby Y5-8


