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In This Issue...

To the Future and Beyond….

Tēnā koutou e te whānau o Te Uku

I hope you all enjoyed the long weekend; connecting with family and friends and 
finding time to do the little things you love, despite the rather miserable weather. Our 
students seemed to have been busy over the three days and we enjoyed hearing the 
stories about what they had been up to.  

Last week, I joined the Senior Discovery on their trip to the Te Uku Windfarm to rebury 
our time capsule, first put down 10 years ago. The Senior Discovery students learnt a 
great deal about our history and the things that have held significance in the past, as 
well as how these change over time. This challenged their thinking as they pondered 
and discussed the relevance of the items they added to the capsule this time round. 
Olivia and Ava represented their group superbly, opening the proceeding with their 
speech about what they had found, what they had learnt and why they added what 
they did to the capsule. Later, Caleb and Olivia entered turbine TUK-202 to place the 
capsule in its depths for another 10 years. Thanks to Meridian for organising this 
fabulous community occasion to help celebrate the 10th birthday of the windfarm.

Next Tuesday, at 3:15pm, we are holding our first Whānau Hui meeting since the 
many restrictions placed on us by Covid made this difficult for us to do in 2020. 
Everyone is welcome to attend this meeting - we are looking for ways to make a 
variety of links with our community. However, one pressing need we have at the 
moment is to find ways to enhance reciprocal and meaningful connections with our 
local iwi. We are wanting to grow our understanding and knowledge of the stories of 
our local area from a variety of perspectives. If you have something to offer, or would 
like to be part of this journey with us, please come along.

Pip Mears 
Principal

 Meridian Wind farm Time capsule

 



TEACHER ONLY DAYS
As previously shared, the NZEI Collective Agreement that teachers and principals 
are part of, established the inclusion of eight Teacher Only Days over the current 
collective period 1st July 2019 - 30 June 2022. So far, Te Uku School has only 
utilised three of these days. Two in 2020 to complete comprehensive first aid 
training and one at the start of this year for professional development, which 
effectively delayed our school start date by one day. We will be holding our next 
two Teacher Only Days in Term 3 on Friday 3rd September and Monday 6th 
September. We have purposely given you advance notice of these days and put 
them together, as we know many of our families will take advantage of being able 
to enjoy a long weekend together. We appreciate your support and look forward 
to expanding our hearts and minds through professional development, including 
visiting other like-minded schools, to further enhance what we do for our 
students at Te Uku School. 



Kai in our Community is a new project led by Whāingaroa Environment Centre. 
The aim of this project is to identify how we get our food, is it affordable, and 
what can we do so that everyone can enjoy healthy local food.

With your help we will be

● Finding out what is already happening in Whāingaroa
● Identify the food gaps and possible solutions
● Visualise what we want as a community and figure out what the next 

steps will be

To make this a true community venture we would love to know your thoughts 
and experiences about food and its availability in Whāingaroa. To do this you 
can participate in our survey online here.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/kai-whaingaroa

Or pick up a paper survey at the Raglan Library or at Whāingaroa 
Environment Centre, located in the Town Hall on Bow St. We are ensuring 
this survey is anonymous so everyone can have an opportunity to share easily.

If you want to know more, or if you would like to get involved please contact 
Tania at food@whaingaora.org.nz

Sign up today for your FREE Thomsons ITM priority card to get 
great discounts and exclusive offers while at the same time 
supporting your school. In addition, we will donate a percentage of 
the sale to your school with every purchase you make.
https://www.thomsonsitm.co.nz/promos/

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/kai-whaingaroa
https://www.thomsonsitm.co.nz/promos/


  Change of School Bank Account
We have recently made the decision to change banks. Te Uku 
School will now be banking with ASB Hamilton.

The School Board of Trustees has made this decision to 
improve efficiency and give our school a better financial 
option.

If you make any automatic or online payments to us for your 
school payments, we will need you to update our details so 
that your payment reaches our new account.

Our new account number is: 12-3122-0389281-00

In order to help us with a smooth transition, we would 
appreciate it if you could please update your banking details 
from the 30  June 2021 for your payments into our new ASB 
account.

Thank you for your help and support during the changeover.  
Should you have any questions, please contact the school 
office on 07 825 5815 and speak to Kellie.

 



Trip to the Meridian Wind Farm
By Katie  Parkes

Last week we celebrated with Meridian Energy their 10th Anniversary, marking the occasion 
with a celebration at the Te Mata Hall, followed by a trip for local school groups to the Te 
Uku Wind Farm to place down their time capsules. 

Ten and a half years ago, students from Te Uku, Te Mata, Waitetuna, and Raglan Area 
schools placed their separate time capsules under one of the 28 Meridian wind turbines. 
Each school captured life as it was for them in 2010 from the areas they lived in. The Te 
Uku School time capsule had letters from students ten years ago, school class photos, an 
old brick phone, and a Chiefs T-shirt! The current seniors of Te Uku School researched what 
important information future students should know about our school, community and New 
Zealand. We put together information about  toys, technology, fashion, sport, music, money, 
as well as news  from school, local and regional publications, and other interesting things; 
adding to the Te Uku School time capsule. 

On Thursday the 3rd of June, representative groups from each of the local schools, along 
with their time capsules, met up at the Te Mata Hall for the Meridian Energy Te Uku Wind 
Farms 10th Anniversary Celebrations. There were time capsule blessings, songs, and 
speeches from each representative school and an amazing cake. After the official opening 
ceremony, we all went onto buses with our guides and technicians to the wind farm. 

Each school was provided with a bus from Turley Motors, and though the bus stalled a few 
times, it just made it even more interesting...will it make it? We all kept leaning forward to 
help it get up the hills. 11 yr old Louis Duirs commented, “It was very big, and the bus driver 
was nice, and the guides and technicians from the Wind Farm were amazing and 
informative!” Some students were intrigued by the harrier falcons along with the paradise 
ducks that were dotted around the back of the Te Uku countryside. As the trip wound up the 
backhills to the turbines themselves, students in the bus were amazed with the towering 
shapes, and wide spinning rotors. Te Uku and Te Mata schools headed past several wind 
turbines until we came to our destination, TUK-202. Students piled out and explored around 
the wind turbine and the surrounding area. We talked about what we could and couldn’t see 
and what landmarks we could make out. The view way up at the wind farm is indescribable - 
the clouds circled and stayed low lying with us, but did not obstruct the amazing view.   

The students all enjoyed the trip, and given the opportunity to explore the wind farm again 
all said they would, but in each of their minds is the nagging question of who will ever read 
their work in the future, and what will they think about 2021?
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SCHOOL BUS

● Please email or call the office if your child will not be catching 

the afternoon bus.  This is extremely important for Health and 

Safety purposes.

● Casual Bus bookings are not guaranteed as the bus has a 

capacity  limit that we must abide by. 

LUNCHES

● Sushi orders MUST be paid for online:

  Aroha Sushi            03 1566 0093730 000          

Please let the school office know what sushi your child has ordered 

via email office@teuku.school.nz

ABSENTEES

● All absences are to be confirmed as soon as possible.

● Please call the school and press 1 to leave an absentee 

message. Or email the school office.

● Students must present a medical certificate after 3 days of 

consecutive absence.

If you have any queries, please contact the school office – office@teuku.school.nz

 



June
11 Cyber Safety NZ Police Y7/8
15 Whānau Hui 3.15pm
17 Board of Trustees meeting 5.30pm
18 Vector Wero Y7/8
22 Tough Guy Tough Girl Challenge Y7/8
24 Whole School Assembly 9.15am
29 Paid Union Meeting (PUM) 12 noon
30 School Disco  6.00-7.30pm

July
2 Ki-o-rahi Tournament, Horotiu Y7/8
8 Whole School Assembly 9.15am
9 Last day of Term 2
26 First day of Term 3 




