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Tuesday 24 March 

 

School Closure – Letter 1 to parent/caregivers 

 

Mōrena koutou 

 

I would like to begin this newsletter with a huge thank you for the calm and positive way our 

community reacted to the news of sudden school closures yesterday. Bernard and I met with every 

parent/caregiver who picked up their child/children after school – it was nice to be able to touch base 

personally and to give positive support to each other. Most of us were expecting the Level 3 and Level 

4 alerts to be signalled sometime, but not necessarily yesterday afternoon. The staff at Te Uku School 

had been preparing for school closures and home learning prior to this but were going to use the time 

on Monday after school to put together some mini learning packs – ideas and books to support 

learning at home. We didn’t get packs made, but we did manage to get all children who were at school 

to the library to issue extra reading books. Don’t worry, we still have plans for home learning, which I 

will outline later in this letter. 

First, some logistical information about the school closures. Yesterday Jacinda Arden announced that 

she was moving the country from a Level 2 status to Level 3 and within 48hrs this would become Level 

4. You can read more about what each of the different levels mean here.  For school, this means that 

on Tuesday and Wednesday school is open only to the children of essential workers, but from the end 

of the school day on Wednesday, as we move in to the level 4 status at midnight, school will be closed 

to everyone (including staff). The government have also made another significant announcement with 

regards to school closures, which is to bring forward the school holiday period to fit within the 4-week 

lockdown period. The last day of term one will now be this Friday 27 March. School holidays will begin 

on Monday 30 March, for two weeks, with term two resuming (still within the lockdown period) on 

Wednesday 15 April, after the Easter break (please note the Tuesday following Easter is always a 

school holiday).  

To clarify, the official school holiday break has been moved and will now be from Monday 30 March 

to Tuesday 14 April. The moving of the holiday break will mean that teachers are available to  support 

home learning this week until Friday. Home learning connections will then resume from Wednesday 

15 April, until the government announces a change from our level 4 status (to be reviewed four weeks 

from now) and provides information about when schools will reopen .  

Before I explain the ‘how’ around the home learning plan I wish to make it very clear, that the 

wellbeing of your child/children and whānau comes first! This is an unprecedented time in NZ history 

http://www.teuku.school.nz/
https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/new-zealand/2020/03/coronavirus-new-zealand-s-covid-19-alert-systems-how-it-affects-kiwis.html
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with some uncertainties ahead. This for some is very stressful and may also be causing worry for 

children. They will be missing their friends as well at this time. Right now, children need lots of love, 

support and reassurance from adults. You do not need to try and replicate a school learning 

environment at home – you can’t. Do not make learning at home a stressful time for either you or 

your child, this will not help anyone. If the lockdown period remains at 4 weeks as has been suggested, 

and with the holiday adjustment, children are going to be missing a relatively small amount of school. 

We will be providing ‘opportunities’ for learning over this period of time. Each teacher will be 

communicating ideas for home learning via Educa or in the senior and middle school, via Google 

Classroom. Teachers will be encouraging you to post learning stories to Educa also, so that the home 

learning experience is an interactive one. Here is a helpful video that shows you how to do that. 

The Ministry of Education have also been working on providing home learning platforms; Learning 

from home and Ki te Ao Mārama, are two new websites to support teachers, learners, parents and 

whānau so that learning for children and young people can continue. The websites include resources 

for parents and whānau, teachers and leaders. Resources span the learning pathway from early 

learning through to senior secondary, and more resources will be added as they’re developed. 

The information and resources are available at: 

https://www.learningfromhome.govt.nz/ and https://www.kauwhatareo.govt.nz/ki-te-ao-marama/. 

Before the school closure announcement yesterday I had written a newsletter to go home, although 
most of it quickly became redundant with the Level 3 and 4 announcement. Yesterday I had made 
these suggestions and I wish to reiterate them again… During the next four weeks we encourage you 
to read to and with your child/children lots! To build huts, do puzzles, play games, bake, talk with them 
about all sorts of things, write letters to others, get physically active, build/construct, but above all; 
keep calm, have fun and enjoy each other’s company. 
 
If you have any further queries about home learning please contact your child’s teacher via email 
(addresses available on school website), for any other queries please contact me at 
principal@teuku.school.nz or Cheryl at office@teuku.school.nz.  I will be in regular contact and will be 
posting my newsletters, such as this one, through our normal avenues – Facebook, website and email. 
During this period of time I will also post them to the Message Board on Educa. All short quick 
messages will be posted on Facebook (your ‘likes’ let us know you have received messages). Please 
spread the word, check in regularly and keep in touch. 
 
Take care of you and yours. 
 
Ngā mihi nui 
Pip 
 

http://www.teuku.school.nz/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hcKb0HM6ZVY
https://www.learningfromhome.govt.nz/
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=953e842c4c&e=7dfd2d0559
mailto:principal@teuku.school.nz
mailto:office@teuku.school.nz

